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ARE YOU READY WHEN THE LORD SHALL COME?

Shalom, precious ones of God’s loved town Abeyee. We greet you; good morning to all of you
listening to us. I am God’s messenger; Bro. Solomon Kwesi Ackon, the pastor of faith temple-

the Baptist church in Abeyee. With me are brethren from the family supporting this broadcast.

You are warmly welcome all who are listening. We thank God for such an opportunity in such a
time as this to serve you with the undiluted word of God. | hope you are attentive wherever you
are to receive it. Today and as would be every Sunday on this media, we bring to you the

“message of the cross broadcast”.

In pursuance of the church’s 2020 theme: laboring to enter into God'’s rest, we began studies
though without some of you, from the concept of rest and God’s kingdom rest definition, the
appearance-the parables of Matthew 13, reality-the beatitudes of Matthew 5,6,&7, and
manifestation-end times, final judgment of the kingdom of heaven. And we have begun a new
sub-theme on heaven and its attributes-heavenly Jerusalem and a kingdom, our father’s house
and a paradise, Eternal kingdom and inheritance, A better country, Heaven; are you worthy of

it?.

Last week’s lesson highlighted on the truth from Revelation 21:9-27 on the characteristics of

heaven as a place worthy of its seekers.

We also learnt, among other things, of the wonderful revelation of heaven-the city, gates,
foundations, glory, walls and its partakers and a blessed truth that heaven is a place of perfection

and absoluteness and a place worthy of its inhabitants. We also got to know that indeed “a



perfect God through a perfect sacrifice has drawn to himself a perfect bride to inherit

perfect state of perfect rest”.

Today in continuance of this sub-theme, we will receive a message of the title, ARE YOU
READY WHEN THE LORD SHALL COME? We’ll take our focal text from Revelation 22:1-
7,10-17, 20

Are you ready when the lord shall come? This is an important question to anyone on earth now
because the headline warning by Christ says “Yes, | am coming quickly” Revelation 22:20
(HCSB Free). It is expedient to ask this and other questions to examine one’s self on whether
you are ready if Christ comes for the church into heaven. God wants you to have even a deeper
understanding of the description of heaven and his plan for making you a ready partaker. Let us

now read our focal text:

Revelation 22:1-7, 10-17, 20 (HCSB Free)

! Then he showed me the river of living water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb ? down the middle of the broad street of the city. The tree of life was on
both sides of the river, bearing 12 kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of
the tree are for healing the nations, * and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His slaves will serve Him. * They will see His face, and
His name will be on their foreheads. > Night will no longer exist, and people will not need
lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and
ever.

® Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of
the prophets, has sent His angel to show His slaves what must quickly take place.”

" “Look, I am coming quickly! The one who keeps the prophetic words of this book is blessed.”
% He also said to me, “Don’t seal the prophetic words of this book, because the time is near. 1
Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy go on being made filthy; let the
righteous go on in righteousness, and let the holy go on being made holy.”

2 “Look! I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to
what he has done. ** I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End.

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and



may enter the city by the gates. ® Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the
murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

18«1 Jesus, have sent My angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and
the Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star.”

7 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Anyone who hears should say, “Come!” And the

one who is thirsty should come. Whoever desires should take the living water as a gift.

2 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.”

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

Now like we learnt last week that in understanding the content of the book of revelation, it is
important to keep in mind what the book of revelation is about, the authenticity of its author and

the prophetic & symbolic nature of its numerical values.

Therefore we learnt that the book of revelation is a prophetic book containing “the Revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly
come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:  Who bare record
of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw”-
Revelation 1:1-2 (KJV). It has its content especially numerical values representing prophetic
revelations as “words of this prophecy” and it is for the end time as now- “, and keep those

things which are written therein: for the time is at hand”. Revelations 1:3 (KJV).

God’s precious one, in discussing the focal text read, we will understand that last week’s
description of heaven continues here also with the existence of *... the river of living water,
sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb ? down the middle of the
broad street of the city. The tree of life was on both sides of the river, bearing 12 kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, ® and there will
no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His slaves
will serve Him * They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. > Night will
no longer exist, and people will not need lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give
them light. And they will reign forever and ever.
More over, there is divine affirmation of this message that ° ... “These words are faithful and
true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to show His slaves

what must quickly take place.” And also, the divine warning that * “Look, I am coming quickly!



The one who keeps the prophetic words of this book is blessed.”
The urgency of this call is also explained here that '° “Don’t seal the prophetic words of this

book, because the time is near.

To the world, I mean you and me; believers and unbelievers alike, the scripture presents a
clarion call and warning which cannot be under-emphasized. He warns that ™' Let the
unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy go on being made filthy; let the righteous go
on in  righteousness; and let the holy go on being made  holy.”
2 “Look! I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to
what he has done. ** I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End.

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and
may enter the city by the gates. **> Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the
murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. X “I, Jesus, have sent My
angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the
Bright Morning Star.”

Meanwhile, the divine invitation given in this text anticipates the ready partakers to respond
positively as ready and waiting. For ' Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”” Anyone who

hears should say, “Come!” And the one who is thirsty should come.

And the lord Jesus Christ who is the one ?° ...who testifies about these things says, “Yes, | am

coming quickly.”

Beloved listening, are you ready when the lord shall come? The bible says those who are ready
are the blessed ** “...who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and
may enter the city by the gates. However, those not ready are the outsiders who among many

1

other sinful deeds, *° are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the

idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

Beloved, the lord is inviting you but He is asking if you are ready? Because He says, “Yes, | am
coming quickly.” ?«...and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to what he has
done. My brothers and sisters; mothers and fathers, the question still stands that ARE YOU
READY WHEN THE LORD SHALL COME?



The bible makes us to understand that the event that happened in the Garden of Eden was the
beginning of man’s separation from God. Beloved, as a result of Adam’s sin, even you are
known as a sinner because you inhibit in you the nature of sin as it was in Adam. Therefore
regardless of whether you are born today or not done any sin, you are recognized by God as a
sinner because you have in you the nature of sin. So God knew that man is already headed
towards fall even his days after. That is why in Noah’s day as according to Genesis 8:21, God
after taking the sacrifice said “for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth”. And so
we know that as Adam sinned, Romans 3:23 says “all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God”; consequently, “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not”
(Ecclesiastes 7:20).

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: (Romans 3:10) they are all gone aside, they
are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one (Psalms 14:3). The
word of God in Isaiah 53:6 says that, All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; in this case we now know that every deed that we do is evil because of
Adam’s sin for Ecclesiastes 9:3 says yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and

madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

And so “we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags; and we all do
fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6) this is because
“ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23).

If your sins shall find you out, what does it mean? Every good thing is awarding likewise bad
things. Hence, Galatians 6:7 affirms that “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap”. Therefore, if as a result of Adam’s sin you are a sinner,
you surely will have the consequences of your sins. For the wages of sin is death (Romans
6:23). Yes, death meaning that “your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and

your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear ” (Isaiah 59:2).

So my beloved listening, if you don’t have salvation, you are separated from God which also
means that you don’t belong to where He is but that of Satan. This is why Psalms 32:10 says,
many sorrows shall be to the wicked, and that was referring to hell. 2 Peter 2:4-9 warns that , for

if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into



chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; > And spared not the old world, but saved
Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly; ® And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; * And delivered
just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: ® (For that righteous man dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful
deeds:) ® The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust
unto the day of judgment to be punished . But you have a chance to escape if you take the other
way which is “...but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our lord” (Romans 6:23).

What will you do if you find yourself in a pit and want a help? Won’t you take an offer for a way
of escape? Yes, you will and that is what God did when he meant “For the wages of sin is death
but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our lord” (Romans 6:23). “But God
commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). So if you are deceived to think that your own effort will afford you escape, know that it’s
not true because Proverbs 14:12 says There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the

end thereof are the ways of death.

The truth for your escape from hell’s punishment is what Acts 4:12 confirms that “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved”, except through Jesus Christ, for he is the gift the lord promised in
“...but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our lord” (Romans 6:23). This is true
because Ephesians 2:9 tells us that salvation is “Not of works, lest any man should boast” But
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:19).
Salvation is not about being religious for, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). So who is this
Jesus Christ who “taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)? Can he save? The answer is a
big YES because his saving might was prophesied in Matthew 1:21 that “And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins”. Luke
1:31-35 even affirms his divine birth (making Jesus, God with us) that “And, behold, thou shalt
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. ** He shall be great,

and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his



father David: ** And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end. ** Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not a man? *
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee

shall be called the Son of God”.

This is the man am talking about who even when “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah
53:6). “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24). “Was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him” (Isaiah 53:5). He went
through all these for you in order to save you as 1 Peter 3:18 says “For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” and by his death “we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). This is a greater
sacrifice God “made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21) and “poured out his soul unto death: and he
was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Jesus , according to Galatians 1:4 gave himself for our sins, that

he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father.

Oh what a mighty savior! Indeed 1 Timothy 1:15 is true “...that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners” “And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:15).
HALLELUJAH! “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power...for
God was with him” (Acts 10:38) which means the only legitimate redeemer from God to rescue
you. Jesus Christ himself said it all when he said “I am come that they might have life and that
they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), “I am the door: by me if any man enters in,
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” (John 10:9), “ | am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Beloved it is
undoubtedly evident that “...there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man

Christ Jesus; ® who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Timothy 2:5-6).



Amen! Jesus Christ paid your saving fee by his death so that you can escape. This was necessary
because “...almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is

no remission of sins” (Hebrews 9:22).

And so he died to be your escape ransom payment. Can you imagine? To even the extent of
death! With his death, escape was granted and victory ascertained as in Colossians 2:15 that
“And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over
them in it” “and by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the Law of Moses” (Acts 13:39). Jesus Christ was and is the best substitute who did
the entire saving job by dyeing for you. He is not just a man but God who took the form of man
to accomplish reconciliation. Revelation 19:16 affirms this by saying that “and he hath on his
vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords”. Beloved, he paid
the debt so you could not owe. What would you do now? Will you now extend your hand to

him?
INVITATION TO BELIEVE AND CONFESS

My dear, Jesus Christ can save and make you what the Father desires of you. Know that Jesus’s
words are true when he said “With men this 1s impossible; but with God all things are possible”.
(Matthew 19:26). Do you know this could be your last day on earth? Hebrews 9:27 says “And
as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” but are you prepared for this
judgment? And so His hand is extended when he said “call upon me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Psalms 50:15).

Jesus calls you to come to him, to stretch your hand to his my beloved. Are you weary, tired,
forsaken, sick, neglected, thirty or hungry? Isaiah 55:1-3;6-7 says “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come Yye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price. > Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not
bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. * Incline your ear, and come unto me:
hear, and your soul shall live; and | will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure
mercies of David. ° Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

" Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto



the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon”. Oh
sinner “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. *®
Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? ?° Jesus
answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath
sent. *° They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe

thee? what dost thou work? 3

Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave
them bread from heaven to eat. * Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven. ** For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the
world. * Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. * And Jesus said unto
them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on
me shall never thirst” (John 6:27-35). “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. '° For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto

salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).

O behold beloved “now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians
6:2). John 3:36 says “he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him”. Beloved don’t miss this
invitation, Jesus calls on you to “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house” (Acts 16:31).but beloved it is necessary to lay down your past to embrace him for no
man can serve two masters. “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). But come to Jesus brethren because “ whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:15),He said it himself that
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). Don’t waste time for it may be your last days on earth for “Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14). Matthew 16:26 says “For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul”? Coming to Jesus is what we mean to be born again because “except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).



Jesus is waiting on you to make a decision today because “The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). | know you are thinking
your sins are too great and he may not want to save you but hear this Jesus says “and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Are you ready to believe that Jesus came to
die for your sins and confess him as your savior to take over your life and make all things new
for you? Know that “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved” (John 3:17), Isaiah 1:18 says Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. So | want you to believe with all your heart and
be ready to confess him as your savior, that all that’s needed at this time for Ecclesiastes 12:1
says “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them” beloved don’t close your heart
for Jesus “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2
Corinthians 5:10).

And are you ready to go to hell? Come and join the team of sons of God. All that is needed is to
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31). If you are ready to
accept the lord jesus Christ into your life now then believe he died for you and confess him to be
your lord and savior. Bible says “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. ° For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”
(Romans 10:9-10).

May you don’t know the power of what you are about to do but let me assure you that Romans
10:13 says that For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. This decision
will give you a new turn as 2 Corinthians 5:17 affirms that “Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new”. Your
decision will offer you everlasting life because He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him (John

3:36). And now if you will believe and confess the lord Jesus Christ as your lord and savior, you



will have divine citizenship as John 1:12 says that “But as many as received him, to them gave

he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name”

Are you ready to receive the lord Jesus Christ into your heart as your lord and savior, let us pray

together.
Lead broadcast Alter call

HURRAY! CONGRATULATIONS! on your joining the family of God. Now you are a/ all the
child(ren)of light, and the child(ren) of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness(1
Thessalonians 5:5). “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John 5:18). This is
because “we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. > For if we have
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: ® Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin” (Romans 6:4-6). God’s words that you
believed is also assuring you that “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1). You are now
commended to, as you used your body to serve sin and Satan, now “For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's” (1 Corinthians
6:19-20).

So do you know who you are in Christ? It will surprise you to know that you are delivered from
the power of darkness, and hath translated into the kingdom of his dear Son (Colossians
1:13).you are a “...the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”
(Ephesians 4:24), “ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power”
(Colossians 2:10), and overall, through Jesus Christ we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father (Ephesian 2:18). God is thankful to you for making his plan fulfilled in you and
consequently Jesus said in Lukel5:7 that | say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance. God bless you beloved for taking a good decision, you won’t ever in this life or

after, regret. Amen!



Thank you beloved for joining us in this episode of the “message of the cross broadcast”.
Beloved, | encourage you to join us in service this and every Sunday morning at 9:00am-
10:00am at the school premises and make plans to visit us at the same venue on our weekly

meetings on;

» Wednesday bible studies-7:00PM
» Friday evening prayers-7:00PM
» Tuesdays and Thursdays midnight cry-5:00AM

Moreover, make plans to join us again next week, same time on this media as we bring to you
another episode of the “message of the cross broadcast”. You are welcome to contact us on the

following; for any assistance. God bless you.
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